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Acanthaceae 9 Verbenaceae and Asclepiadaceae (11 taxa each), Moraceae (10 taxa). Rest of the families represent less than this number. This reveals that the members of these families are more compatible or susceptible to the black mildew fungi than other members. Of the ten biogeographical regions of India, Trans Himalayan, Desert, Semi Arid and Coastal vegetation (Mangroves) are devoid of these fungi. The Western Ghats and North-East India are very rich in biodiversity. In proportion to 4000 Phanerogams in the Western Ghats, more than 400 meliolas are known. However, from north-east India, only 6 are known. No doubt this region also must be rich in meliolas and the poor representation could be due to inadequate survey and taxonomic study of the group in the area.
These fungi infect variety of plants, viz. exotics, introduced for the aforestation programmes (Hosagoudar et al. 2002; Archana & Hosagoudar 2006) , plantation crops (Hosagoudar & Abraham 2000) , medicinal plants , endemics , economically important plants, plants of non-wood forest produce, wild edible plants, commercially timber yielding plants (Hosagoudar 2006 a,b,c, etc.) . The study of the occurrence of these fungi on the sacred groves has also been conducted as a case of reference (Hosagoudar et al. 2005) .
These fungi infect both wild and cultivated plants but more on wild. However, the infection is also noticed on wild relatives of present day's cultivars viz. Vigna spp., Mangifera andamanica, etc. These fungi are host specific but still there is a both specific and generic host range.
Most of the fungi are restricted in their distribution to their biogeographical regions. These fungi are predominantly on forest plants but are not uncommon on plantation crops like Mango, Cinnamomum, Cashew, Wattles, etc. (Hosagoudar & Balakrishnan 1995; Hosagoudar & Abraham 2000) .
A maiden venture on certain pockets of the forest plants yielded several novelties. Hence, the nature convinces us that we are in the beginning stage in understanding of the microbes.
